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POLITICS

Helen Dewar

Keep the Faith, Republican
Urges DemocratLieberman

emocraticvicepresidentialnomineeJosephI.
I-Uebennan hasdrawn supportfrom a curious source—a.
Republican Senatecandidate—^iahis disagreement

with the Anti-Defamation LeagueoverLieberman'semphasis
on religiousfaith in the campaign.
. Theboostcame from Rep. Bill McCoIlum (R-Fla.), who seems
to be reachingout nearlyeverywhere—^to Jewish,Democratic,
moderate,female, gayandconservative religious voters^in his
race to succeedretiringSen.Connie Mack (R-Fla.).

"Joe Lieberman is a man of faith and I respect that,"
McCollum wrote Wednesday to the ADL, whichhadjust
questioned Lieberman's evocation ofreligion incampaign
speeches. "Khechooses inhiscampaign forthevice presidency
toraise issues offai^ then Isee no reason whyheshould be
criticized," McCollum added.

Earlier in the week, McCollum traveled around the state
vowing tofightforHouse passage ofhate-crimes legislation,
which the OrlandoSentinelinterpreted as an effort to "soften
his imageas a hard-nosed conservative."

The Senate-passed legislation would expandhate<Time
protections to include violence based ongender, %xual
orientation and disabilities, alongwith race, religionand other
previously protected areas. "Some things arejustwrong and
this is one of them," McCollumdeclared in a statement
describing himselfasalongtime supporter ofthe lej^slation.

But his Democratic rival,state Insurance CommissionerBill
Nelson, calledhima "wolfin sheep'sclothing" whohas never
fou^t tostrengthen hate-cruhe laws. Rep. John Conyers Jr.
(Mich.),imikingDemocrat on the HouseJudiciary Committee,
said McCollum, as chairmanofits crimesubcommittee, helped
block the bill and backedofia promise two months ago to stop
doingso.McCk>llum and &eHouse Republican leiadership are
the "singlegreatest obstade"to the bill'spassage, Conyers
said. y

GOP Convention Chayfeurs Unpaid .
At least26drivers who ferii^ GOP lawmakers around

Philaddphia during lastmionth's Republican National
Convention haveyet to bepaid,owingto a disputebetween -•
House Majority l/^p Tom Delay's political action comnuttee.
and its contractor.

The impasse, firstreported Friday in thePhiladelphia
Inquirer, cameafterthe executive directorofDeLa/s
Americansfor a RepubhcahMajority(ARMPAC) became
convinced theArliiigtoh-basedSDI SpedalServices Group had
shortchangedthe numberofdmuffeurs it was'supposed to
provide duringAe (iOPgathering. DeLay (R-Tk.), who is , .
legendary for taking irafe ofhis colleagues, had promised rid^
f6rHouseniembers24houraaday.

ARMPACexecutivedir^tor JimEllis ^d in an interview
Fridayhehadprodded SDIpresident Francis Perry witha
$202,600advanceto provide125driversat a total costofno
more than $290,000.

"Now ifs becomingpainfully obvious hehasn'tpaidthese
drivers.We keptupourpart ofthebargain, andit appears
they're notbeingcompensated fortheservices they provided,"
saidEllis, whostopped a payment toSDIof$50,000 rightafter
the conventionended."We are goingto allour legallengths to
make sure they're paid their money." : > .

NeitheirPeny norhislawyer co^dbereached for comment
Friday. ' •

StaffwriterJulietEilperin contributed to this report:


